BANDE MATARAM

(The following is the summary of a lecture delivered
by Srijut Aurobindo Ghose in the Grand Square of
the National School, Amraoti, Berar^ on Wednesday the
29th January, 1908. The meeting commenced with
the singing of Bande Mataram.)

Sj. AUROBINDO said that he was exceedingly pleased to
know that the song had become so popular in all
parts of India and that it was being so repeatedly sung.
He said that he would make this national anthem the
subject of his speech. The song, he said, was not only
a national anthem to be looked on as the European
nations look upon their own, but one replete with
mighty power, being a sacred mantra^ revealed to us
by the author of Ananda Math, who might be called an
inspired Rishi. He described the manner in which the
mantra had been revealed to Bankim Chandra, probably
by a Sannyasi under whose teaching he was. He said
that the mantra was not an invention, but a revivifica-
tion of the old mantra which became extinct, so to
speak, by the treachery of one Navakishan, The mantra
of Bankim Chandra was not appreciated in his own
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